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[Ipesunenty Poccuiickoit deneparmu
B.B. [lyruny

MBeI poTHB BOEHHBIX JercTBuid Poccru B YkpanHe

Ms1, KambeprieHnckas mpecBUTEpHaHCKas XPHCTHAHCKAS [IEPKOBb B SIMOHMM,
HCXOIUM 13 CJIOB: «biaykeHHbI MUPOTBOPIIBI, OO OHH OyIIyT HapedeHbI ChIHAMHU
Boxummny (brubnust: Mardest 5:9), oT BCero cepiiia MOJIMM O MHPE BO BCEM MHPE,
MBI TIPOTHB TIPUMEHEHHsT BOCHHOW CHJIbI (HACHIIWSI) IS PEIIeHUs] KaKuX-Tu0o
poGIem.

[TosToMy MBI BBICTYIaEM C KareropudeckuM IpOTECTOM B OTHOLICHMM Barmx
BOCHHBIX JEHCTBUI MpOTHB YkpauHbl. MbI Hazjeemcs, uto Poccust kak MOXHO
CKOpee MPEKPaTUT BOSHHOE BTOP)KEHHE U BBIBEZIET CBOM BOICKA, M 9TO BCE BOIPOCHI
Oy/IyT peleHbl MUPHBIM ITyTEM ITEPETOBOPOB.

ITo Bamremy perrernro 24 ¢eBpasist pocCHiACKIE BOHCKa HAHECIH aBHAyIaphl U
PaKeTHBIE Yaphl 110 KPYITHBIM ropojiaM, B TOM 4rcJIe 110 Kuey, cronmie YkpanHsl,

YHUYTOXUB YKPAUHCKUE BOCHHBIC Oasel. Boree TOI0, OHU TAKXKC pa3pyliaroT
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JKU3HEHHO BaKHbIE KOMMYHMKALMH, MPUYMHSIOT BPEA MHPHOMY HAaCEJICHHIO.
Uncno mornOmmx rpakmadH YKpauss! npeBbiciio 2000 9enoBeK, HHCio SKepTB
yBenmumBaeTcs. Yipasnerue Bepxorroro xommccapa OOH 1o menmam OeskeHIeB
(YBKB OOH) obssBruio 3 mapra, 9to mocie BropskeHus Poccun B YiparHy B
COCeIHUE CTPaHBI OesKaH OoJiee MIITHOHA OC/KEHIIEB.

[ Ha Tparenuro yxke TPOHMCXOAMBIINX B MUPE BOWH, CTAHOBHTCS SICHO, UTO
peleHrie mpo0ieM C MPUMEHEHHEM BOEHHOM CHIIBI BOBJICKJIO MAcChl JIFOZIEH,
TIOPOIHIIO OEXKEHIIEB 1 TIPHYMHIIIO OOTIBIINE CTPafaHUst BCEM, BKITFOYAs YKCHIIIHH,
JIETel U CTapHKOB.

Kpowme Toro, ecrm 3ta cutyars Oyaet npogoIbKaThesl, OKUIACTCST, IT0 HEHABHCT
K Balleldl CIpaHe CKOpee YCHIIMTCS, YeM pEIIMT NpoOieMy, M KOH(IIHKT
PpacpoCTpaHUTCs MO BceMy MHpY. HeHaBHCTh MOpOXKIaeT HEHABHCTh, HACWIINE
HOpOXAAET JIMIIb LEMb HACWIMS, JOCTHYb MUPa TaKUM O0pa3oM aOCONIFOTHO
HEBO3MOKHO.

MBe1 MoTHMCSE, 9TO0BI BoT JTFOOBH M1 MEIpa AT BaM MYyIPOCTh HAUTH Iy TH PETIICHIS

ipo0rieM Oe3 pIMEHEHF ST BOCHHO! CHITBL
07 mapra 2022 1.

Kambepnennckas ipecBuTepraHcKast XpucTHaHCKas! IIEPKOBb B SIOHUN
Konra Kapacaga, Ipencenarens [IpecBureprn

Hobyko Caxku, [pencenarens TeoNOrH4ecKoro 1 COIMAIFHOTO KOMUATETA
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Japan Presbytery’s Response to the Proposed Amendments to the Constitution 2.92,
4.2, and 6.35 Praise the name of the Lord! We, Japan Presbytery, extend our heartfelt
greetings to all our brothers and sisters in Christ of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church
around the world. We salute you for your unceasing service to the Lord and for your
faithful ministry in each region, even in these difficult times. It is our great joy that we
are saved by the gospel of reconciliation in the Lord Jesus Christ and connected with
you in the bond of Christ to be one family of God’s people. Our General Assembly is a
precious place where we reaffirm our identity as a global faith community. Now we of
Japan Presbytery must share our concern about the constitutional amendments referred
to the Joint Committee on Amendments by the 191st General Assembly. We beg you
to listen to a voice from Asia before this matter is finally decided. The Confession of
Faith of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church states that “God’s word spoken in and
through the scriptures should be understood in the light of the birth, life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth” (1.06). Jesus always acted to do God’s will even
when he was criticized for breaking the Law. “What would Jesus do” is the principle
our Confession of Faith upholds. If we exclude someone on the basis of rules in existing
documents, we disobey that principle. Any resolution that would result in the exclusion
of LGBTQ+ people, an important part of the church family, cannot be justified. For, as
God’s people, we are called to live beyond differences of race, ethnicity, nationality,
language, mental or physical ability, and sexual identity. This diversity enriches our
fellowship. We are invited to accept and love one another and live in God’s kingdom.
The Cumberland Presbyterian Church has always been wise not to make a simple
judgment on controversial matters that could eventually divide the church. It is not our
practice to use specific passages of Scripture to muffle some voices that offer diverse
points of view based on their interpretation of our faith and its scripture. We are the
people who seek reconciliation and unity in Christ, not division. If we should cause
anyone seeking to live a life of committed faith in Jesus to think it is impossible to stay
in the church, such an act is meaningless to the church, and even hinders our
evangelistic efforts. Therefore, we, Japan Presbytery, cannot accept the proposed
amendments referred to the Joint Committee on Amendments. We pray that our
General Assembly will make a wise decision in the Lord
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